
for his part in the 
attempted escape. 
I have taken two 
photos (picture 
quality is poor as 
it was a very dark 
church) of the 
statues in the 
church which you 
can see here.  

Don’t forget these 
were lay people, 
who were so on 
fire with the faith 

of their fathers, that they 
gave their lives for the 
priesthood.  

Today we welcome at St 
John’s, English Martyrs’ 
and St Joseph’s, Sean 
Gough, a seminarian for 
our Diocese who will 
speak about vocations to 
the priesthood and also 
appeal for the Clergy 
Training Fund. Please be 
generous. 

I have been 
aiming to go 
and visit the 
church of St 
Etheldreda in 
Ely Place in the 
heart of Lon-
don for some 
time, but had 
n e v e r  g o t 
around to it. 
This week I 
managed to get 
there. The 
church was the private 
chapel of the Bishops of Ely 
before the Reformation, 
and afterwards became a 
Protestant church. Howev-
er, in the nineteenth centu-
ry it was bought back by 
Catholics and so is a rare 
thing—a pre-Reformation 
Catholic church. That was 
reason enough to visit. 
However, there is another 
interesting detail which 
also drew me. Because of 

its closeness to the Tower 
of London, there is a con-
nection to the English Mar-
tyrs. And I happened to 
know that there is a statue 
of our own local lass, St 
Margaret Ward, in the 
church. What I didn’t real-
ise was that there is also a 
statue of the boatman, who 
took her to the Tower to 
rescue a priest from im-
prisonment, Blessed John 
Roche, who was martyred 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St George Preca 

1880-1962 
St George was a Maltese 
priest and a third order 
Carmelite. Pope St John 
Paul II called him the 
‘second apostle’ of Malta 
after St Paul. He was a 
very sought after preacher, 
confessor and catechist, 
concentrating his efforts 
particularly on teaching the 
poor and the working 
class. His efforts fell under 

suspicion early on, but his 
holiness and the greatness 
of his pastoral work were 
later recognised by Pope 
Pius XII. He spent many 
hours in the confessional so 
as to be close to the peo-
ple. In 1957 he composed 
five new mysteries of the 
Rosary which he called the 
Mysteries of Light, which 
influenced Pope John Paul 
in adding similar mysteries 
to the Rosary.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm. 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 6th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday People of the Parishes 

Sunday 7th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  John, Mary & Lynne Hunter 

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Burton family 

Easter    1.00pm Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Monday 8th 9.15am    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (St Rita) 

Easter Feria       

Tuesday 9th 9.15am    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (C.H-O) 

Easter Feria 10.00am    Adoration Day begins Adoration all day until 5.00pm 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

 5.00pm    Benediction  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Private Intention 

Wednesday 10th 10.00am    Funeral Service Vera Hill RIP 

Easter Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Ellen & George McHugh 

  1.30pm   Funeral Service Dorothy Plummer RIP 

Thursday 11th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in church) Holy Souls 

Easter Feria       

Friday 12th   2.15pm  School’s St John’s Day 
Mass (in church) 

Holy Souls 

Easter Feria    6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Saturday 13th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Our Lady of Fatima       

Sunday 14th                9.00am    Holy Mass  John Orme 

Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Mick Fryer & Culshaw Family 

Easter    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery, 
when you can see Fr Julian to 
enquire about baptism, marriage 
or consult on any other matter 
will be on Monday 15th May 
from 7pm to 8pm. There is no 
need to book an appointment, 
but please phone on the day to 
check the hour is on. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for these intentions: 
St John’s: Bill James (MT) 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. 
Minimum donation £5. Please see Fr 
Julian  or, at St John’s, Tony Gian-
nasi.  

Today we pray the Joyful Mys-
teries before Mass. These mys-
teries recall the events which 
surrounded the birth of the 
Lord: 1. The Annunciation; 2. 
The Visitation; 3. The Birth of 

the Lord; 4. The Presentation in the Temple; 5. The 
Finding of the Lord in the Temple. Please come and 
join in the prayer of the Rosary before Mass each Sun-
day of May, starting 20 minutes before Mass. 
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PASTORAL 

May at 7pm. There will be a shared 
meal, and the launch of our new Dis-
ciple groups. Anyone else who would 
like to be part of a Disciple Group is 
welcome to come. Please speak to Fr 
Julian if you are interested. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 
Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Thanks to eve-
ryone who has made 
the first Alpha a real 
move forward in our 
Renovation. Our lead-
ers have been an inspiration and our 
helpers have been selfless in their 
help. We’ve had some great experi-
ences of welcoming people week by 
week and we hope to see those peo-
ple taking on roles of leadership with 
Renovation in the future, in Alpha, 
welcome ministry, small groups, etc. 

Alpha Reunion & the next step 
All of those who have been part of 
our first Alpha are invited to come to 
a reunion evening on Friday 12th 

Month of Mary We need volun-
teers to lead the Rosary 20 minutes 
before Mass next Saturday/Sunday. 
This week we pray the Joyful Myster-
ies. Next week we pray the Lumi-
nous Mysteries. 

Adoration Day The day of Adora-
tion for Vocations at English Martyrs 
will be Tuesday 9th May. The day 
will begin with Mass at 9.15am, Ado-
ration from 10am and will end with 
Benediction at 5.00pm. There is a list 
at the back of Church to sign up for a 
time of watching and Adoration.  

SVP Biddulph The next conference 
meeting will be on Tuesday 9th May 
at 7pm in the meeting room. If you 
have any prayer requests please pass 
to an SVP member. 

May Procession This year the  May 
Procession at St Patrick’s will be on 
Sunday 21st May at 3pm. Make it a 
date! 

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families on Thursday 11th May has 
had to be postponed and will now 
take place on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy.  

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Molly Janet Talbot-Beech, Rebec-
ca Mary Farrington and Jessica Rose 
Guest who were baptised yesterday 
at St John’s Church. Also welcome to 
Shay Henri Averill who will be bap-
tised today at St Patrick’s Church.  

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Vera Hill. A funeral service to 
pray for the repose of her soul will 
take place on Wednesday 10th May 
at 10am at English Martyrs Church. 
The burial will take place at Biddulph 
Town Cemetery.  

Please pray also for the soul of Doro-
thy Plummer. A funeral service to 
pray  for the repose of her soul will 
be on Wednesday 10th May at 
1.30pm at St Joseph’s Church fol-
lowed by cremation at Car-
mountside.  

Please pray also for the soul of Paul 
Johnson. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of his soul on 
Monday 15th May at 1.15pm at St 
John’s Church. The burial will take 
place at Tunstall Cemetery.  

Requiescant in pace 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 
Fr Julian is really hoping that a group 
of parishioners will be able to go with 
him to the conference. If you are 
interested, please let Fr Julian know. 

Support As well as prayers, doing 
all these things costs money. If you 
can support our Renovation project 
financially please see Fr Julian. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. We are still in the planning 
stage, and there is still time to sign 
up.  We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

Biddulph Spring Fayre The date 
of the fayre this year is Saturday 20th 
May at 10am, but due to building 
work taking place at the Town Hall, 
the venue has changed to Our Lady of 
Grace school hall.  We need donation 
of items for the stalls; bottles, tom-
bola, nearly new books, toys and bric 
a brac. We also need cakes on the 
day.  

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please keep the date free! All help 
gladly received. 

wood, The Avenue, Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday, 23rd May at 10.30am. Any 
parishioners who feel called to come 
and share the joy of faith are most 
welcome. 



Entrance Antiphon: The merciful love of the 
Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I am 
the good shepherd says the Lord; I know my 
own sheep and my own know me. [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter III  Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The Good Shepherd has 
risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and 
willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£393.20, Non Gift Aid £228.73. 
Total £621.93.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £251, Non-Gift 
Aid £199.84. Total £450.84.   
Kidsgrove 23/04/17 Gift Aid 
£232.90, Non-Gift Aid £163.25. 
Total £396.15.  30/04/17 Gift Aid 
£322.55, Non-Gift Aid £165.40. 
Total £487.95. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 10:1-10 

As we hear in today's Gospel, Jesus is that Good Shepherd, sent to a peo-
ple who were like sheep without a shepherd. He calls not only to the chil-
dren of Israel, but to all those far off from Him - to whomever the Lord 
wishes to hear His voice. We have been baptized. But each of us goes 
astray like sheep. We still need daily to repent, to seek forgiveness of our 
sins, to separate ourselves further from this corrupt generation. We are 
called to follow in the footsteps of the Shepherd of our souls. By His suf-
fering He bore our sins in His body to free us from sin. But His suffering is 
also an example for us. From Him we should learn patience in our afflic-
tions, to hand ourselves over to the will of God. Jesus has gone ahead, 
driven us through the dark valley of evil and death. His Cross has become 
the narrow gate through which we must pass to reach His empty tomb - 
the verdant pastures of life abundant. 

Our Lady of Fatima For the cen-
tenary of the apparitions at Fatima, 
there will be a Solemn Mass and de-
votions on the Feast Day, Saturday 
May 13th, at Sacred Heart, Tunstall 
at 10am. Ends at 12 noon. The 
preacher is Fr Julian Green. 

Second Collections This Sunday 
there is a Second Collection for the 
Clergy Training Fund. We welcome 
Sean Gough, seminarian at Oscott 
College, who will speak about voca-
tion at the Masses. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly draw 1st Prize £20, 
No.40 B McGough; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.101 M Hooper; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.100 M Smith. Just a reminder the 
monthly subs are due today.  

Walsingham Day Pilgrimage The 
Birmingham Diocese pilgrimage to 
Walsingham is on Saturday 13th 
May. For further details contact the 
Diocesan Organiser on 0121 440 
8623. A coach will be going from 
Holy Trinity, Newcastle. More de-
tails from Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325.  

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Stone 
The pilgrimage will take place on 
Saturday 27th May at St Dominic’s 
Convent, Stone. The day starts at 
10.30am and will finish with a Vigil 
Mass for Sunday at 3.15pm. Please 
contact Sr Julie on 07881 505425 for 
more details. 

Vocations Weekend A retreat 
weekend in Kent on 26th—28th May 
for young women considering the 
vocation to religious life. For more 
details contact Sr Lynne at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
Thanks to everyone who has paid 
their subscriptions on time and up to 
date. Thank you for your continued 
support of the 125 Club. 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (A) 
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March for Life March 4 Life are 
organising the third annual event 
called ‘Lifefest17’ in Birmingham on 
20th May. The day includes Mass at 
the Cathedral at 10am, and then 
events in Victoria Square from 
11.45am, with main speakers includ-
ing Bishop Robert Byrne from 1pm. 
The March is at 2pm. The keynote 
speaker is Catherine Adair, who once 
worked in the abortion industry but 
was converted to Catholicism and 
pro-life work through her experi-
ence. Prayer to be led by Bishop Pat-
rick McKinney. If you are interested 
in going please see Fr Julian 

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  


